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Brunswick History Commission: Board Meeting Minutes, September 22, 2021 

Attending: Dr. Wayne Allgaier (Chair), John Caves (Secretary), John Faith (Board Member), Don 

Peterson (Board Member), Julie Kloetzli (Museum Liaison), Councilman Christopher Vigliotti 

(City Council Liaison) 

Absent: Vicki Dearing (Vice Chair), Bruce Funk (Board Member), David McIntosh (Board 

Member) 

Meeting called to order in City Hall at 6:59pm by Dr. Allgaier. 

Dr. Allgaier began the meeting by noting that Bruce Funk has a standing schedule conflict on 

Wednesdays and that he (Dr. A) will try to schedule future board meetings to avoid that conflict. 

He noted that Vicki Dearing and David McIntosh were both currently out of state. 

Don Peterson motioned to approve the minutes from the June board meeting. John Faith seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously. 

The bulk of the meeting was divided between ten subjects: 

1. Commission members 

• Dr. Allgaier reported that David McIntosh had moved to Oklahoma. Don Peterson said that 

he was in touch with David and would confirm with him whether the move was permanent. 

• Dr. Allgaier also noted that Vicki Dearing will be moving soon, and therefore the 

Commission could soon need up to two new members. Jerry Knight, a former member who 

still does work for the Commission, is also planning to move soon. 

• The board discussed how to recognize departing Commission members for their years of 

service. 

2. Weekly workshop meetings 

• Dr. Allgaier asked the board for feedback on the Commission's weekly workshop meetings 

(Thursdays at 2:00pm). Were they useful? Should we change anything about them? 

• John Faith said that he would like to have a clear procedure for scanning historic 

documents, and then he could begin doing that at the Commission office. 

• Don Peterson asked whether the Commission could get a key to City Hall so as to access 

the Commission office after hours. Councilman Vigliotti said that he had asked the City 

government for that before, but was denied. Dr. Allgaier said that he did not think having 

a key is necessary, and the board agreed not to pursue the matter further. 

• Dr. Allgaier reminded the board that attendance at the weekly workshops is optional and 

said that we would continue to send reminder emails before each one. 

• Don Peterson suggested advertising the weekly workshops (which are open to the public) 

on Facebook. Julie Kloetzli said that the Commission could create an event and share it on 

the Brunswick History Commission and Smoketown Facebook pages. Don Peterson said 

that, if a lot of people attended a meeting, the Commission could first go through its 

business for that week and then open the meeting to comment and discussion. 

• John Faith suggested advertising open seats on the Commission on Facebook as well. Dr. 

Allgaier noted that the Mayor appoints new members, but the Commission could make 

recommendations. Julie Kloetzli said that the Museum puts out advertisements in the 
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newspapers before each of its elections, but that those don't bring much of a response. Dr. 

Allgaier said that the best way to find new members is for current members to identify 

individuals who are potentially interested and ask them about joining. 

3. History Commission brochures 

• Dr. Allgaier informed the board that, at the suggestion of John Faith, the Commission is 

designing a tri-fold informational brochure about the History Commission to place in City 

Hall, the museum, and other locations. Commission members already selected pictures and 

drafted text for the brochure during the last few weekly workshops. 

• John Caves said that he had not finished editing the draft text by today as originally 

planned, but would do so before the next workshop meeting and share the edited text with 

the Commission via email. 

• Don Peterson announced that local graphic designer Ellis Burruss is willing to do the 

graphic design for and print the brochures at a discount. 

• Dr. Allgaier reminded the Commission that its budget for the current fiscal year is $500, 

which is less than last year's because the Commission had not been spending much. 

Councilman Vigliotti said that it is possible to request more next year if the Commission 

had a plan to spend it. Dr. Allgaier confirmed that the plan for this year is to spend the $500 

on the brochures and the luncheon for departing members. 

• John Faith said that the image planned for the brochure's front cover is too small, and 

suggested that the Commission design a simple logo using the train and canal boat images 

from the East Potomac Street mural. Don Peterson said that he would check with Mr. 

Burruss about how to do that. 

4. The Brunswick Herald, 1898-1910 

• Dr. Allgaier informed the board that David McIntosh could no longer get the last 12 years 

of the Brunswick Herald due to his move, but that Jim Castle had the files and would make 

them available to the Commission. 

• John Caves said that he could accept the files now and then upload them to the website 

over time. Dr. Allgaier said he would coordinate with Mr. Castle to arrange that. 

• Dr. Allgaier said that he thinks there is a complete collection of Brunswick Blade-Times 

newspapers in an archive in Leesburg, VA, and that the Commission would need to 

investigate that and, if true, obtain scanned copies of them at some point. John Caves 

confirmed that he is presently saving Frederick News-Post stories about Brunswick and 

adding them to the History Commission website. 

5. History Commission website 

• John Caves informed the board that Peter Wenner, the owner of the Smoketown History 

photo collection, now has access to the History Commission website and will upload his 

photos there directly. Previously, Jerry Knight had downloaded them from the Smoketown 

History Facebook page and then added them to the website. 

6. History Commission Facebook page and roving photography 
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• Dr. Allgaier noted that Jerry Knight has been posting old Brunswick Citizen and Blade-

Times articles on the Commission's Facebook page and has also been the Commission's 

roving photographer. Both roles will need to be filled when Jerry moves. 

• Julie Kloetzli said that a member of the Museum board, Dan Bonesteel, is an avid 

photographer and is retired, and so might have the time and interest to fill the photographer 

role. 

• John Caves said he would take over posting Jerry's current collection of articles on the 

Facebook page if Jerry does not finish them before moving. After that, the Commission 

will have to decide what next to feature on the Facebook page. 

7. Coordination with the Museum 

• Dr. Allgaier reported that he had attended the most recent Museum board meeting as a 

liaison. He noted that the Museum has been focused recently on fundraising and its 

upcoming election. 

• Julie Kloetzli said that the Commission was welcome to place its brochure in the museum,  

and suggested also placing it at the Frederick Visitor Center. She affirmed that the Museum 

wants to continue its communication with the Commission. 

• Julie Kloetzli noted that Jim Castle will be stepping down as Museum Director in 

November but will stay on as a curator. The Museum expects to make changes to its second 

floor exhibit next year. Dr. Allgaier said that Mr. Castle has offered him a tour of the 

museum and that he (Dr. A) will use the opportunity to make a reference list of what 

historical documents the Museum has. The Museum already has the Commission's list of 

documents. 

8. Additional office space 

• Dr. Allgaier noted that the Commission would need more physical space to store its 

collection of documents in the near future. He raised the possibility of the City considering 

using the current police station building for the Commission once the station moves. 

Councilman Vigliotti said that he would raise the idea with the City Council. 

• Dr. Allgaier also noted the old Snoots house as a possible space, but the Commission would 

have to think more about it if it becomes available due to its poor condition. 

9. New contributions, donated items, and organization 

• Don Peterson inquired whether the Commission had the standing with the IRS to write 

letters verifying donations to the Commission as tax-deductible, or whether the City had to 

do so. Councilman Vigliotti was unsure. 

• Dr. Allgaier announced that he had marked a space on the office shelf for newly donated 

items. Commission members who are given items by the public will put them there until 

the Commission can review them. 

• Dr. Allgaier noted that the current list of the Commission's document collection is not 

systematically organized, and that the Commission will need to establish a better 

organizing system. 

10. Check-out system 
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• Dr. Allgaier said that the Commission needs a system to loan out books and other 

documents to members of the public who want to borrow them for research, etc. Don 

Peterson agreed and said that there should be public access to the Commission's collection. 

• Julie Kloetzli voiced concern that loaning items out to the public might result in them never 

coming back, but that there should be a check-out system for volunteers. 

• John Caves proposed adopting a policy of allowing Commission members and volunteers 

to check out items (i.e., to bring things home), and allowing the public to access items at 

the History Commission office. Members of the public could arrange a time to come in and 

do what research they need to do at the office. The board concurred. 

• John Faith said that the board could also teach members of the public how to access items 

available on the History Commission website. 

Councilman Vigliotti said that he thought the recent coordination between the Commission and 

the Museum was working well, and thanked those who made it happen. 

Don Peterson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:04pm. The motion was seconded by Dr. 

Allgaier and unanimously approved.  

The next board meeting will be at 7:00pm on Monday, December 13, 2021 at City Hall. 


